The examination of genetic characteristics since the adoption of the French law on bioethics.
The French bioethics law of July 1994 was due to be revised five years after its enactment. It was not until 6 August 2004, that the revised law was finally adopted. The examination of the genetic characteristics of a person may only be undertaken for medical purposes or for the purposes of scientific research. Consent must therefore be obtained in writing, after fully informing the patient, and may be withdrawn at any time, in either form (orally or in writing). French law nevertheless authorises carrying out such an examination where there is no consent, solely for medical purposes and in the interest of the patient. The issue has arisen of the detection of a serious genetic anomaly during an examination of genetic characteristics. In this respect, certain anomalies may lead to the patient's relatives being tested, in order to suggest suitable treatment. A procedure for informing families has been implemented by the French Biomedicine Agency (details of which will be specified in a decree).